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minor offences. The wretched occupant of this
can neither sit, stand, nor lie down. Prisoners are
kept in this position for a period varying from a week
to a month. In the latter case they arc usually
rendered cripples for life. Another favourite
punishment (often used to punish adultery) is pulling
out the hand and toe nails, teeth, eye-lashes, and
nostrils ; but perhaps the most painful of any is
the " Wire Shirt," a thin wire garment made to fit
the body so tightly that small pieces of skin aro
pressed through every aperture, A sharp razor is
then passed over these outside, so that when the
shirt is removed the victim from head to waist is
one piece of raw quivering flesh.

Many others could I cite, but enough of this
unsavoury subject. China is full of contradictions,
and none are more striking than the cruelty and
kindness of its population, for there exists no
kinder-hearted or more liberal being than the China-
man.

We rode slowly on the whole afternoon through
fields of grain, pretty villages asleep in tlio sun,
with no sign of life in them but beggars and
dogs lying huddled in the dusty road, under the
shade of wall or shed, sleeping away the hot, silent
hours in indolent content. It seemed at times as if
we should never reach Pekin, though the mountains
beyond it looked provokingly close in the bright
clear atmosphere. The heat was intense, but a cool
breeze now and then sprang up, and made it not
unpleasant travelling as we rode through some of
the prettiest scenery it has ever been my lot to look
: npqn. The golden fields of oats and barley, the